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Field of Mars, to chat with the corn or vegetable
merchants, and in the evening to listen tfo the
quacks and the fortune-tellers. JuveKfal, more
indiscreet, allows us a peep into the interior of a
dreadful tavern, the trysting-place of sailors,
robbers, and fugitive slaves, at the end of which the
officials of the funereal pomps sleep side by side
with the begging priests of the Great Goddes$.x>
But this is just one of those instances in wMch the
old rule ex pede Herculem does not apply. Because
we know the life of Rome we have no right to
conclude that we know the life of the Roman
Empire. Were an English author to base a history
of French social life and manners simply upon
what he had learned in Paris, or were a "French
author who knew nothing of England except what
he had learned in London to write a similar work
about ourselves, their conclusions would obviously
be wide of the mark; nor have we any reason to
expect that the same methods applied to the study
of Roman life would yield more trustwoithy results.
Now, unfortunately, abundant as are OUT authorities
for the study of life in Rome itself, they almost
wholly fail us when we turn from the capital to the
provinces. Modern novelists have depicted with
almost wearisome iteration the dissolute splendour
of- Nero's city and court, but who among them has

* Rome and Pompeii, p. 359,